■l ■■ ) 



PLAIN TRUTHS FOR THE PEOPLE. 



SPEECH 



OP 



0 



SENATOR WADE, OF OHIO. 



Delivored in tlio Sonato of the United States, March 13 and 15, 1858. 



Mr. Preaident, I vrou\A gladly forego the task | 
that ia now before nie, espeo'mlly as the whole 
subject has beeu debated by thoije much more 
able to enlighfen the Senate and the country 
upon it than I can claim to b@. Indeed, after 
the able report of my colleague on the Com 
mittee on Territoriesi, the Senator from Vor- 
mont, [Mr. Collamer,] on all the points in- 
volved in the couiroveray, which met with my 
entire appirobaiion), backed by that masterly 
speech which he made on the case, it would be 
arrogant in me to suppoae that I could add 
anything that would tend to enlighten either 
the Senate or the coiititry on the aubjects there- 
in discussed. I would not apeak at all, sir, if 
I did not know that the people of the State 
which I in part represent are more deeply mov- 
ed with the consideration of this question than 
they ever have been before. They consider it 
a question of the first magnitude. They at a 
alarmed at the bjldness with which a Coustita- 
tion is urged upon a reluctant people against 
their will. They are alarmed at the progress of 
tka principle of despotism which they think 
they perceive connected wiT,h the administra- 
tion of this Govern mentv 

PROSCRIPTION. 

It is thought than we ate very unreasonable 
because we take bo much interest in the institu- 
tion of Slavery. I ixave been here long enough 
to know that that great b©dy of No?tlv6rn people 
who remain true to the traditions of their fathsra, 
who act up to the spirit of those who inangu- 
rated our institutions, are just as much pro- 
scribed from any of the beneSts, emolumeata, 
or honors of this Government, aa if they were 
alien enemies. There are nearly tbirteeu hun- 
dred thousand voters belonging to the great 
Eepublican party of the North, ^hd, year after 
year, see the Governmeftt adminiatered by batids 
that to them ar§ aiie^Ji, and they cannot partici- 
pate in it. ."^S^J^ Because, when a nomina- 
tion coro.es before yon, the question is asked, 
how stands thia Northern man upon the inatitu* 
tion of the South? Wl'aat are his views? Did he 



ever, in an unguarded moment, give utterance 
to the impulses of the h^art of every freeman ? 
Did his tongue ever pronounce that whicb^ the 
heart of every freeman feels ? if he did, and 
any spy can £?h it up, and bring it here, he is 
proscribed from any favors from the Govern- 
ment under which ho lives, and which he sup- 
ports. This should furnish a reason to you why 
almost everything political that ia unputchaaa* 
ble in the market, that grounds itself upon print 
ciple, and cannot foe swerved by those applian- 
ces, now ranks in the great Bepublican party 
of the North. If men are nurchasable, if Execu- 
tive favor can reach an^l away them, if any of 
those appliances that are brought to bear in 
political cputroversies can swerve t^em from 
the truth, they iiave gone over to you ; they 
have repudiated the principles under which they 
were born; they have forgotten the Bentimeuts 
that they imbibed even from their mothers' 
breasts. Such men have repudiated all this^ 
and sworn fealty to an institution that they hate j 
such are the men of the North who find favor 
in this Government ; thi9 r6st are aliens, pro- 
scribed by you. Yet, sir, because they are not 
perfectly patient under this state of things, they 
are said to be fanatical Abolitionists. I should 
like to know how long the patitmee of the Sou^ 
would bold oat? Let us reverse this nefarious 
judgpnent; let Northern majorities come here 
I as inexorable aa you ; les usjnquire, i^ he a 
slaveholder that is propogsd for office? does he 
traitt in their company ? and ifhe ever dropped 
a word that favored the iastitution of Slavery, 
let us proscribe him—would there be any shriek- 
ing? would you bear it like lambs? I do you 
the credit of saying that you wouJd rise up un- 
der such prosciption as tJaia, and show a sptrii; 
tnore worthy of the fathers than we do on this 
side. I know you would* If we should undsr- 
tai>e to hold you to those same intolerant and 
prescriptive principles that yon exercise to- 
wards us, you would hear a howr worae than 
Mr. Buchanan heard from the South when 
Walker would not count fraudulent votes. 
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ANTAGONISM. 
Mr. President, I have stated some of the rea- 
sons why Northern men take a deep and abi- 
f-" interest in the question of Slavery, because 
it teaa., fasten its nefarious shackles upon 
them, We mj*^^^^^ i^^^y. right atraight 

in the face, for ic^^evt. ^-ij allayed with sen- 
timent; you may smg ho%i^^^^ to thia Union 
until you are hoarse; you may tav^^f Q,ip q^^, 
mon blood and cur common iremor.^q . 
you may eulogize that great flag under wnicu 
our fathers fought; and you may go into hya- 
terids on the subject ; but I tell you that Grovern- 
ments, in the long run, will be governed by 
their interests as they understand them, and by 
nothing else. These are all very pretty matters 
in their place, but the administrations of gov 
erument are made of sterner stuff. They are 
never perpetuated by sentiments like these. I 
say to you, Mr. President, there is unfortunate- 
ly — and I regret it as much as any other man — 
a diversity between us in our government that 
seems almost irreconcilable. I do not know 
but that means may be found by which this 
great gulf can be bridged over; but on the one 
hand you find the freest communities that the 
world ever saw, where real and unadulterated 
Democracy does not reign aa a sentiment, but 
is lived cut in practice by all the people ;. where 
there is no aristocracy ; where there is no man 
so high that he can claim a privilege beyond 
his most humble fellow-citizen. This is the 
nature of the commujQities of the North, and of 
none more so than or that State which I have 
the honor in part to repr^ent here. That is 
the freest of the free. was there that the 
mind of that great patriot, Thomas Jeffurson, 
fixed hia eye the moment we had repelled the 
force of Crreat Britian. His philanthropic eye 
saw that great and beautiful wilderness lying 
open, soon to be peopled by the citizens of the 
trnited States. It was a leading object with 
him to carry into practice those beautiful theo- 
ries of equality which had charmed his great 
mind so Ion g. He labored unceasingly until he 
had fixed out a document fully to carry out 
there his gr^sat idea that the people should rule 
the Governments of the earth. He found 
liothing in the way of bis theory ; there was a 
Wank sheet of papjjr. There was a Government 
to be laid, unstained by any of the crimes of 
ancient Bome. No institutions had grown up 
there, inconsistent with right ; and he fixed upon 
that soil to carry out the great theory of aelf- 
goverument for which the world had labored 
and sighed for so many generations; and there 
the work was completed. In that region there 
is no aristocracy. In that glorious region there 
is no slave. Whoever comes there impressed 
with the image of God, is acknowledged to have 
au inalienable right to liberty that none Iht 
God can take away. 

This is the character of the communities 
compoaing more than one-half the States of 
this UDion. How is it on the other side, ? Why, 



sir, I understood the Sanator from Virginia, 
[Mr. Hunter J in the beautiful speech that he 
made yesterday, which would have challenged 
the admiration of every one^ excspt for some 
sentiments that were scattered through it, to 
aay—X h»va not had the benefit of seeing his 
speech printed, but I think he said—that these 
ideas of poiilieal equality which were held up 
bcfjre our communities were Utopian and fan- 
ciful, and never could be realized. J. his proba- 
oly was not his languaj?e, but it was his senti- 
1 menu Those principlas of equality, asserted 
in the great of human liberty, the Dec- 



laration of ladepenaisnoo, he believes to be 
Utopian, incapable of praclice ; mere abstrac- 
tions, not to bs lived out. 

I wish Southern gentlemen were better ac- 
quainted th^n they seem to be with Northern 
institutions. I tell the Senator from Virginia, 
you are wrong in believing this to be an ab- 
straction. It is, thank God, a truth, the reali- 
zation of which any man can witness who will 
cross over into my SiSte. I nave heard these 
sentiments uttered so often on the other side of 
the Chamber, that I have come to kiiow that 
our views of government are just as diverse as 
men's views possibly can bo. There is, as I 
said before, an antagonigm existing between 
usj which I know noS how you are to cover up. 
The Declisration of Independence an abstrac- 
tion I Are the great rights which it proclaim- 
ed, and which were the boast and glory of our 
fathers " glittering generalitie8,"havjng no prac- 
tical meaning ? If so. I v;auld ask any man, 
what did yon gain by that boasted Revolution 
of yours? Wherein does your Government 
differ from any despotism on the face of the 
earth? Ouce break loose from the glorious 
doctrines of that great chatter of liberty, and 
you are in the slough of despond; you have 
nothing to distinguish you from the most Tior- 
rible despotism that ever reigned over prostrate 
huEian nature. I ask again, why do you hoasfc 
of what your fathers did, if they established a 
mere abstraction, or, as it is somstimes called, 
a " glittering generality ? " The Senator from 
Soulh Cardiua, carrying out the same idea, 
said: 

«rn all social systems there muRt be a class to do the 
menial dmies, to perform the drudg* ry of life. That is, a 
class requiring but a low order of iatellect, and but little 
Pkill. Its requisites are vigor, docility, fidelity. Such a 
class you must have, or you would nol have that other 
class which leads progress, civilization, aud refinement." 

Now, suppose you had not that class which 
leads progress, civilization, and refinement; 
which class can you dispense with best? Of 
what use is your idle aristocracy? In God's 
name, have they not been the curse, the blight 
of every nation of the earth? You cannot 
have this refined aristocracy, says the gentle- 
man, unless you have a class to do your drudg- 
ery; and that is the sentiment of the whole 
South. How diametrically opposed to it is the 
whole practical system of the North 1 Is it 
reasonable, is it right, that " a class " shall do 
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your drudgery — "a class" that shall obey? Sir, 
labpr should never be done by a class^ If you 
obeyed the mandate of the Almighty, and 
labor were distributed among all the able-bod- 
ied mec; it would cease to be a task ; it would 
become a mere amusement, and it would tax 
no man's physical powers above what would 
consist with his health and his welfare. It was 
designed — for God is just — that this drudgery 
of which tho Senator speaks should be distrib 
uted among all the able-bodied men, eo as to 
make it light, and then it would not be incon- 
sistent with the highest perfection of civiliza- 
tion and refinement ; bu^, on the other hand, 
would lead directly to it. Labor done by a 
class ! That, sir, was the old curse of the Old 
World. A class has been assigned to do the 
drudgery, to do all that is valuable, to produce, 
everything that is beneficial ; and the system 
leaves aristoeratical drones, useless, vicious 
idlers, whom any community can Well dispense 
with. I gay this class you- can dispense with, 
to the advantage of any community that I 
know of ; but the class who do your labor ean- 
not be dispensed with. The Senator says you 
must have a class to do your degraded labor. I 
deny that labor is degraded ; and here is the 
point of diflFarence between us, which I fear 
can never be overcome. That is one grand 
reason why we resist your system coming into 
our Territories; it is becauae you are deter- 
mined to contaminate all labor by this degra 
ded class. Will the free, intelligent laborer 
place himself upon a level with your raere'ab 
jeet chattel, and toil there ? Sir, he cannot do 
it, and ought not to do it, and will not do it. 
THE WORKING CLASSES. 

What an idea of labor ! The Senator sup- 
poses that the laboring class want but very 
little mind i»nd very little skill Sir, there is 
nothing on earth thai; piUs the human intellect 
to all that it can attain, like the varied labor of 
man. What does your drone, your refined 
» aristocrat, do ia hie mind? What problems 
does he work out ? Ee consumes the products 
of labor j he is idle, and ten to one he is also 
vicious. He never invents. Go to your Pat- 
ent Office, and see what are the products of your 
degraded labor and your refined aristocrat. 
The latter never invents anything, unless it is 
a new way of stuffing a chicken or mixing 
liquor. [Laughter.] He invents nothing 
beneficial to man. Degraded labor, with a 
lew intellect, is all you want! Sir, the ma- 
chinery brought into operation by intelligent 
labor is doing now more drudgery than all the 
slaves upon the face of the earth. The ele- 
ments are yoked to the machines of human 
aaefulness, and there they are doing the work 
of bone and muscle, and your syftem cannot 
abide with it. Tho doom of Slavery would be 
fixed, if it was by nothing else than the pro- 
duets of intelligent- labor. You drudge along 
in the old way ; you invent no steam engine, 
because your labor is degraded. You do not 



want skill; you want but very little mind ; and 
the Senator thinks the more ignorant the la- 
borers are the better, for, he says, they are so 
degraded that they have no ambition, ctnd they 
never will endanger this refined class that eats 
up the proceeds of their labor ! 

That is the idea of government that prevails 
all through the slaveholding regions of the 
South. Again, the Senator says of the,, de- 
graded class that do the drudgery : 

"It constitutes the very mud-sill of seciely and of poliii- 
cal government ; and you might as well aitcinpt to build 
a house in the air, as to build cither the one or the other, 
eycepi on this mud-siil." 

And then he goes on to say that we of the 
North have white slavea ; that we perform our 
labor by white slavea. This class must exist 
everywhere, and tfeey must be a mud-sill 
upon which you must erect civil societies and 
political organizatidns. How little that gentle- 
man understood of thd spirit of our Northern 
laborers ! I would like to see him endeavoring 
to erect his political iastitutions upon their 
prostrate necks as mud-sills. I think it would 
be a little troublesome. He might as well 
make hia bed in hell, or erect his building over 
ft volcano, as to undertake to build on hia 
Northern " mud-sills." Then, with a simplicity 
that shows he knows nothing of Northern soci- 
ety, he says we have sent our missionaries down 
to their very hearthstones, to endanger their 
system, I do not know how that is; but he 
turns round and asks how we would like them 
to send their missionaries up to teach , our la- 
borers their power. I was astonished at such 
an idea ag that being presented to political men 
of the North, who know and see and feel the 
power of the laboring class of men. We are 
all laboring men, and th<^ . politician can- 
not live, unless they breathe upon him ; he 
cannot move, unless he naovesTrnth their entire 
approbation. They are the soul, the strength, 
the^ body, the virtue, the mainstay, of all our 
society. Deprive our State of its laborers, and 
what would it be ? We have nothing else, and 
we have none of your refined society that m 
spoken of. We all labor, and are all disgraced, 
as the gehtleman would call it, in our commu« 
nity. Labor with us is honorable; idleness ia 
disreputable. That is the state of things with 
us, and the laboring man knows full well, and 
needs no missionary to tell him, the potOEcy of 
hia vote. ' 

We should like to have your mifisionaries 
come up and endeavor to endanger our society I 
Good heavens ! One man has the same intet- 
est in upholding it as another. Suppose one 
man is richer than another in Ohio. There ia 
no very great diversity, as a general thing ; but 
suppose he is; take the child of the poorest 
man in our State, and baa he any temptation 6) 
overthrow our Government ? No, sir. Full of 
life, full of hope, full of ambition to go beyond 
him who has gone furthest, he wishes to avail 
himself of the same securities which have min- 
istered to the upbuilding of others. He is a 
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citizen, who holds all the righto of oitiaien- 
ahip fta d^ar aa waost wealthy. Hia stalse 
in Bociftty la the aarao ; hia hope la the BRme ; 
hia inU>re8t in good government ia the aamo. 
Ho ia pone of your prostrate mud-aills, deprived 
of thoae rights which God Almighty haa given 
him, trampled under foot, and made to mins- 
ter to the interoata of another man. TJiere j3 
no auch ayatem as that with ua. 

ALLIES OF THE SLAVEHOLDERS. 

But the Sanator apoke about a degraded class 
in our great commercial cities, I have to con- 
fess that there is some truth in that. "We have a 
degraded class in the cities. They are the off- 
scourings generally of the Old World— men who 
come here reduced to beggary by their igno- 
rance ; reduced to beggary by their vice ; igno- 
rant, vicious, dangerous;' I do not deny it. 
They are incident to all large cities ; but the 
Senator should not complain of them. They 
are the chief corner-stone- of your political 
strength in the North. Find me the vicious 
•war4 of any city that doea not uphold your syi^- 
tern of Slavery, vote for its candidates, evapport 
its measures, and labor for its men. No, sir ; 
you should not complain of this vicious popu- 
lation. In truth and in fact, they are about 
the only stay and support you have there now, 
and you ought not to traduce them. From their 
very natures, they attach themselves to you, 
and I do not think by any treatment you will 
be able to drive them off. They are naturally 
with you 5 they were slaves in their own coun- 
tries ; they do not know anything else than to 
be the understrappers of somebody ; and when 
they hear that here are slaveholders contending 
with freemen, you find them with the former all 
the time. 

UNION AND DISUNION. 
Mr. President, I think this shows the antag- 
onisim between the institutions of the North 
and the South, We have not made them no. 
Nobody here is particularly to blame for the 
state of things that exists. It has grown im- 
perceptibly with oiar growth. Our lot haa bten 
cast either on one side of the line or the other. 
Our habitB and our education have conformed 
to that state of things existing where our lot 
has been cast. I can appreciate and make al- 
lowances for that, but I cannot be biased as to 
the right of the matter, I know where that is. 
Now, what ia the remedy for this ? If you 
bring us into collision^ your system of despot- 
ism encountering our system of freedom here 
on this floor, do you suppose there will be no 
excitement? Is any one so superficial as to 
believe that it will depend on the temper and 
disposition of a man how this great controversy 
ahall be settled? Not at all, sir. You may 
preach harmoiliy, jou may preach forbearance 
till doomsday ; but a violent conflict will take 
place every time these principles meet on this 
floor or elsewhere, because they are naturally 
antagonistic. God Almighty has madejhi^m 
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and man cannot reconcile theme What, 



then, ia our safety? It is to stand upon tho 
orinoiplefl you once professed, rig'd State rights, 
yielding to tho General Government just as lit- 
tle power as ia possible to cement it together 
80 far OB to provide for the common dufenco j 
for the moment you drag these things into tho 
Goaeral Government, I assure you that you 
may preach conciliation tUl doomsday,, and con- 
ciliation will not come. 

I do not know, sir, what is to be the result ot 
thia oontroversv. I know some of you threaten 
to leave the Union unless you are gratified 
every time a collision takes place between un j 
and that Texas of ours, with which I opened 
this debate, stands in a singular attitude to- 
wards U9 to day. I have in my drawer three 
resolutions of her Legislature, presented to us 
at this session, asking for men for her protec- 
tion, and for sums of money to indemnify her 
for expenses incurred, as she claims,- in pro- 
tecting herself, and urging upon the General 
Government to make further provision for that 
State, which haa already coat us so much. Her 
Legislature haa sent t© us a fourth resolctit^fci. 
I have not got it here, but I heard it read at 
the table ; and, if I understood it aright, she 
has given ua fair notice that she is about to go 
out of this Union. At all eventSj I do^not 
think that was in good taste. I d to not think 
it was politic; because we may say to her, "if 
you are really going to leave us, perhaps it is 
best for us to make no further appropriation 
for you," Why beg of us protection, and turn 
right around and tell u^ " we are going to put 
you at defiance ; we are going to hold a Hart- 
ford Convention of the South, to deliberate 
whether we shall leave tho Union ? " Before I 
vote for the supplies she asks, I think I shah 
want to hear an explanation of this. I may 
want to know whether they are to inure to the 
bsaefit of the Union, or to furnish powder to 
blow out our own brains. 

Let me say here, Mr. President, that I have 
no apprehensions about the Union. The peo- 
pTe I represent have got bravely over any 
qualms about your dissolving the Union. 
You may preach about it, and howl about it, 
until your lungs are sore ; it will not move a 
muscle of my constituents or of myself. I know 
that our destinies are cast together ; and wheth- 
er it is beneficial or not— -and I do not know 
whether it is or not — yoii can obtain no di- 
vorce. We are wedded for better or for worse, 
and forever j and we had better make the best 
of our lot. . You cannot go out. The Senator 
from Alabama [Mr, Clay] asked the Senator 
from Wisconsin, [Mr, Doolittlk,] in the course 
of his remarks, whether, if they undertook to 
go out of the Union, we were going to forcibly 
interpose to prevent it? T do not remember 
exactly what the answer was, but I wanted to 
ask another question, for it has taxed my inge- 
nuity to know how it is you can get a State oat 
of this Union. If the most violent resolution, 
if the most flaming declaration, could have 
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done it, your Union would have been blown to 
atomo long ago. It wanta aomethinK more 
than Oonverilions; it wanta nomething 8troD/;er 
thftn reaolutioua. I do not know how you pro- 
pose to effect it. How can a State go out ? ^ A 
oian may oomm'.t' treason under the Conatitu- 
tion of the' United States, if he levies war 
against them; he may be hauled up and pun 
ished; but how, in Heaven's name, ia a State 
to go out (if the Union? I should like to have 
Borae 013 who talks about it show me the mo- 
dus operandi. 

THE SUPREME COURT. 

There was one thing I foiled to mention in 
its proper place. I allude to the late nefarious 
deeiflion of your Supreme Court. They made 
a new discovery — a dieeovery that, by vigor of 
the CoGstittttion of the United States, you can 
CHrry Slavery all over the continent wherever 
your flag may float. I approach that subject 
with, no pleasure. I wish I could entertain ft 
good opinion of the judges of that court. I 
wish I could believe they were patriotic. I wish 
I could believe tbisy held the scales of justice 
equal between the rich and the poor, the great 
and the small, unswerved by political consid- 
erations, uninfluenced by anything but their 
duty, which is the most Godlike that man can 
ever administer; that is justice unmixed, un- 
biased justice. I wish I <^buld believe that 
that court were actuated by no other than 
these great Godlike principles in the decision 
they have made. It was a mosst extraordinary 
deciaion. The mode of coming at it, the de- 
. cision itself, the time when it was made, are all 
calculated to inspire the mind with a suspicion 
that all is not right. I affirm that the Snpreme 
Court, in making tbia decision, has done what 
no court of the United States had ever done 
before ; but I do not hold this court, and never 
did hold it, in that reverence which some gen- 
tlemen pretend to entertain, I remember that 
it seems to be the mere instrument *of political 
power. It follows it as the incident follows the 
principal. In the old Federal times, when your 
alien and sedition law was passed^ and it came 
before that court, they found no difficulty in 
maintaining that most flagrant violation of the 
Constitution. Your seditioa law was upheld 
by the judges of that court, and men were im- 
prisoned by its process; and yet to day there is 
not a man to be found in these United States 
but what considers that law a most disjgraceful 
law to remain on the statute book. It does not 
remain there as a law^ but it stands there as a 
memorial of the m&duess of party, and the 
easy method in which men will violate the Con- 
etitulion of the United States. That was up- 
held. All men now consider it as infamous, 
notwithstanding it had the sanction of that 
court. 

Almost the entire speech of the Senator from 
Louisiana — and I wish he was here — ^was made 
for the purpose of sustaining the validity of 
that decision. I am not going extensively into 



it, for I have not time, nor does it need a very 
exteuBiv© examination to show that it is ft fal- 
lacy, a mere sham; that it has not the Bem- 
blance or color of authority. 

THE DRED SCOTT DEj^JISION. 

Dred Scott, the plaintiff, claimed that he waB 
a free man; and according to the course of 
practice from the earliest organization of the 
Government, in every district, (for the oaaea 
establishing it are numeroua enough,) ho sued 
for hia freedom in the Circuit Court of the Uni- 
ted States. The pretended claimant put in a 
plea to the jurisdiction. Ho said thai; Dred 
Scott was a negro; that his ancestors came 
from Africa ; that they were alavew, and there- 
fore he was not a citizen of the United States, 
and he had no right to a hearing in that court. 
Dred Scott demurred to that plea; and that de- 
murrer came up before the oourtv ond it was 
the only question they could decide. After 
getting the plaintiff out of court, and saying ho 
has no standing here, after murdering him, the 
court go on to declare principles most fatal to 
the liberties and rights of many of the Ameri- 
can people. The like was never done before 
in any court. No court in this Union has been 
heretofore more chary of giving decisions that 
were not called for by the case, than the Su- 
preme Court of tbe United States. Tbey have 
always repudiated it. They would nevef go 
further than the necessities of the case required 
them to go. Was not the dlecision of the ques- 
tion of jurisdiction an end of this case? A 
majority of the judges decided that Dred Scott, 
had no right to be in the court. They dismiss- 
ed him from their consideration. What further 
was there to do? The Senator from Louis- 
iana, in his argument, did not pretend, as a- 
lawyer, to argue that this was not the effect of 
the decision ; but he uttered what seemed to me 
very much like sophistry. He read from the 
opinionsajof the court, claiming that they had a 
right to^ further. I do not care what they 
claimed. Any man that ever went through a 
lawyer's office knows that when they decided 
. that the plaintiff had no standing ia court, the 
case was at an end; and any opinioli they 
shodld give after that was a n e^re obiter dictum^ 
entitled to no more respect than though it hM 
been delivered here or in the fttrests, 

Mr. President, there is another thing to be 
considered in reference to that case. Here, to 
be sure, was a poor negro, haviiag no friends, 
no consideration, nobody to look to his interests. 
He was a member of a degraded class, with 
whom the court might deal with perfect impu- 
nity. I fear that the court, swayed by political 
reasons, forgot the rights of Dred Scott, and 
plunged iuio this political whirlpool, in order to 
control its currents. Is it n^t remarkable that 
America, the first nation in^the world, should 
decide that a man may be bo low that he can- 
not even seek his rights in the courts of the 
country ? Was there .ever anything like it in 
any community before, whether civilized or 
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1 harbarons ? The court tclla ua wo have men 
I amoDff U9 80 low that they can have no (i/ighta ; 
I that they are mere merehandiae. But I will 
jnot travel into that field, which has been bo 
ably diaouaaed by the Senator from New Hanip- 
Iflhirfl, [Mr. Halh.] They grounded their de- 
! oiaion upon hiatory, not the Conatitution. They 
I travelled out of the Conatltation of the United 
' States, and sought to found their decision upon 
what they picked up aa aorapa of hiatory here 
and there ; and that hiatory waa entirely and 
utterly perverted, aa waa proved by the Senator 
from New Hampshire, ao palpably that no jsren- 
; tloman on the other side haa yet riaen to chal* 
: longe ita accuracy ; and they cannot do it. I 
have a law of Virginia here in my drawer, 
which was passed at about the period of which 
the Supreme Court apeak whsu they aay that 
negroea were considered aa chattels whom any 
man might aoize and convert to his own uae. 
At that very instant, in old Virginia, he waa a 
citizen, made ao by atatute, if he waa free; and 
I do not know but that he had all the righta of a 
white man. At all events, he was declared there 
to be a citizen. He was then a citizen in at 
least eight of the States of this Union. 

Mr. MASON. Will the Senator advert to that 
statute, and give me ita title ? I will not inter- 
lupt him now, though. / 

Mr. WADE. I will show it to the gentle- 
man. 

Mr.M'ASON. I will not interrupt the gentle- 
man now. 

Mr. WADE. I have it here, though I may 
not be able to put my hands on the exact place 
at this moment. In eight States of the Union, a 
black man waa a citizen ; and I do not know but 
that he was entitled to all the rights- of a white 
man 5 for at that period you will find, if you search 
the hiatory of the country, that a distinction 
between black and white waa not taken. It waa 
between slave and free. That waa theauestion. 
Up to the tims alluded to by the ChiMJustice, 
I can find nothing that discriminates between 
the color of men. The only question was, 
whether a man was a freeman. If he was, he 
waa entitled to all the righta of a freemaa j if 
' he waa not, he was a slave. But the Chief 
Justice says that all of thera were so held. Good 
heavens ! Had he not heard of the scathing 
anathema of Thomas Jefferson, of Judge Tuck- 
er, and of other great lights and worthies of 
the Old Dominion, about that same period, 
in language more pointed than any other men 
could use ? ' When was it that Thomas Jeffer- 
son said he trembled for his country, when he 
reflected that God was just, and that his ven- 
geance would not sleep forever ? Yet the Chief 
Justice says it was not controverted by anybody. 
Sir, it was controverted by every man of the 
Bevoiation. They, seeking their own rights at 
the cannon's mouth, claiming for themselves 
the utmost freedom, and invoking the aid of 
God to help ihem to work it out, had not the 
impudence ^o look to Heaven, and ask a bless- 



ing on their exertionu ii^ favo):' of a liberty which 
they denied to their fellow men. No such re- 
proach. Judge Taney, can bo brought on the 
heads of the great worthies o( the Revolution. 

The honorable Senator from Louisiana, with 
that planaible and beautiful atyle of which heia 
ao completely master, tried to eactvpe frbm the 
rugged inoonsiotenciea of this nefarioua decia- 
.ion, by passing a eulogy on the old Chief J uatice. 
It waa beautiful ; it Relieved him from the bur- 
den of encountering the. enormous, glaring un- 
constitutionalities and breachea of law summed 
up there. Why, air, he went so far as to aend 
the old man to Heaven even before he died. I 
do not think that decision will help him on his 
road. He coolly joins the current of popular 
opinion, turna away from the poor man who 
has sought the administration of law in his be- 
half, and says to him, " you are a negro, and 
"you cannot sue in com;t } if you have righta, we 
cannot inveatigate them ; you are a mere chat- 
tel." Sir, if that helps a man to heaven, God 
forbid ihtit I should act upon auch principles. 

CONGRESS NOT BARRED OUT. 
There is another conwideration connected 
with this decision. I have not time, and I have 
not made it a point, to go into all its enormitiea. 
There are only one or two points in it that I 
wish to bring before the Senate. So far as I 
have heard therajthose who yield to the decia- 
ion of the Supreme Court seem to suppose that 
it is obligatory on everybody, and that the Senate 
of the United States, like pcor Dred Scott, ate 
barred and thrown cut Of court ; that the Pres- 
ident of the United States, and the House of 
Representatives, and every department of the 
Goversment, are ignored, and no better off than 
poor Dred Scott^ I deny the doctrine — the 
most dangerous that, ;Could be admitted in a 
free country — that these judges, holding their 
office for life, repoeing with total immimity, 
have any right to decide the law of the land for 
every department of thia Government. Sir, you 
wouldj^ have the most concentrated, irt^ponsi- 
ble despotism on God's earth, if you give such 
an interpretation to the decisions of that or any 
other court. No, sir ; each department must 
act for itself. I stand here, clothed with the 
same pov/ar., to proclaim what is the Constitu- 
tion upon the passage of any law that comes 
•before us, as that or any other court. I follow 
my own interpretation of the Constitution ; I 
am bound to do it •, I have sworn that I would, 
and I beg of the Senate never to yield to thia 
arbitr&ry doctrine that the Supreme Court can 
bind th« other departments of the Government j 
that we must yield to the decisions that they 
make. No, sir ; never. They may decide on 
the poor man's rights, who is ao unfortunate aa 
to fall within their grasp. They have decided 
that Dred Scott could not sue in the court. 
Right or wrong, constitutional or uticonatitu- 
tional, that stands. It is the highest court ; it 
has decided in the last resort. Dred Seott'a 
rights have been determined, and determined 
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forever ; but no othor <3epartment of the Gov- 
ernment, no other right, wao touched. Talk 
ahouf) their deoWiinj? that Slavery exiate in 
Kansas as much as in South CaroUim ! ^Fails 
about tho highest tribunal in tho land deciding 
that Slavery is in your Territories j tliat every 
inch of ground outside of tho free States is slave 
territory 1 I pity tho weahnesa of the man who 
yields to aay such ideas as that. That eourt 
has no such transcendent power. It could bind 
nobody b»^ the suitora in the court. It would 
be unfortunate if it could, 

Iknowwith what avidity your facile Preai- 
dent seized upon the idea, and sfcuUified himself 
by saying that it was a mystery to him that any 
man should ever doubt it. The Senator from 
Michigan [Mr. Chandler] yesterday disposed 
of him in that particular. He disposed of him 
forever, and showed a hypocrisy, I am com- 
pelled to say, disgraceful to a man, even in a 
private station. He who had deliberately put 
forth the doctrines of the Missouri Compromise; 
he who had sought, ov^r and over a^ain. in the 
iipeness of his judgment, after fqjl delibera- 
tion, to procure its extension and recognition 
by Congress, now turns coldly around, and tells 
us it is a mystery that any man should evei* 
havo doubted itl Well, sir, if Mr. Buchanan 
is a mystery to himself, he is no mystery to 
me. 

HEAR THE SLAVE POWER, 

There is one other consideration that I wjsh 
to bring before the Senate. Why is it, and 
how is it, that the Southern States, with one- 
third, or 1ms than one-third, of the free popula- 
tion of this nation, have been enabled fat sixty 
years to rule the destinies of the country? It 
has been done, in the fiyst place, (and that is 
one reason why I contest every inch of ground,) 
because in a close oligarchy you have a power 
that a democracy of the same numbers can 
never have politically. The power of the Gov- 
ernment seems to^e in inverse ratio to the num- 
ber of people that participate in the Gov- 
ernment. And this is obvious enough. You 
have a class of not more than three hundred 
and fifty thousand slaveholders in the United 
States^ They have governed this ITniou (so 
says the Senator from South Carolina, and he 
says truly) for sixty long years ; not the people 
of the South, mind you ; he says the slavehold- 
ers have ruled the nation. That is true. First 
of ail, they placed their ^eet on the necks of all 
those who do not hold slaves. The poOr men 
of the South he utterly ignores, as having any 
political power, and 1 suppose they have none. 
They have votes, no doubt ; but those votes are 
giveiti in accordance with the will of this aris- 
tocracy, who are all-powerful ^ for it has been 
observed, and truly observed, that he *who has 
the power over the subsistence of another has 
the power over his will. You, the weallJiy 
slaveholders of the South, wield absolute do- 
jCi'S/Jion over your poorer white neighbors; 
ther^if^i jt was that the Senator from South 



Carolina said the slayeholders have ruled the 
nation. You three hundred and fifty thousand 
fi'laveholdera have ruled your six million iwhitiSB, ' 
(I go according to the census of I860,) you 
have not only ruled your six million, biit yoti 
hpiive also ruled the fourteen million free people 
of the North. 

How have you dotie it? You have done it 
because you held a general bond of interest 
uniting you, tvir/fj^jcu together as if animated 
by 0U9 soul. What ^as the interest of one, was 
the interest of another. You are foyiped all on 
the same platform, all acting to one Wd. , You 
found the Democracy of the North divided in 
various pursiiits, laboring in their various avo- 
cations, with very little time to stiidy this prob- 
lem of politics; and you have always been able 
to Beduce enough of us Over to you, to enable 
you to carry your Government along. I know 
that gentlemen smile at this; but I am com- 
pelled by truth to state facts here that. I wifeh I 
could hide from the world, it is a rottenness , 
at the North that yoii do not have. It is dis- 
reputable to us, but I am compelled to admit it. 

A DAGUERREOTYPE FOR THE BENEFIT OP FU- 
TURE AGES. 

Your allies, the doughfaces of the NortBj, in 
my judgment,' are the most despicable of men- 
The modern doughface is not a character pe- 
culiar to the age in which we live, but you fitid 
traces' of him at every period of the world's 
history. He is void of prids ; he is void of self- 
respect ; he is actuated by a mean, grovelling 
selfishness, thai? would sell his Maker for a 
price. Why, sir, when eld Moses, under the 
immediate inspiration of God Almighty, en- 
ticed a whole nation of slaves, and ran away, 
not to Canada, but to old Canaan, I sup|iiose 
that Pharaoh and'all the chivalry of old; Egypt 
denounced him as a most furious AhblitiOnist. 
[Laughter.] I do not know but that they bias- , 
phemed their God, who had assisted the fiEigi- 
tives from labor tO escape. I have rio j^oubt at 
all, that when some Southern gentlemen of the | 
Gospel come up to preach to the North, they ' 
will say that the Almighty acted a very fanati- ' 
cal part in this business. I am afraid they ' 
will say so ; for He wa^ aidifeg and abetting in 
the escape. But ainidst the glories , of that ' 
great deliverance, even feeding upon i^iracles ' 
of the Almighty as they went along, there were 
not wanting these who loved Egypt better than i 
they loved liberty ; whose souls longed for the ; 
fleah-pota of Egypt ; and who could turn from \ 
the visible glories of the Almighty God to wor- ] 
ship an Egyptian calf. These were the dough- ] 
faces of that day. They were nations! men. \ 
[Laughter.] They were not exactly Northern | 
men with Southern principles; but they were i 
Israelites with Bgyptianprinoiplea. [Laughter,] 

Again : when the Saviour of the world went ; 
forth on Ma great mission to proclaim glad 
tidings of joy to all the people of the earth, to j 
break every yoke, and to preach deliverance to ' 
the captive, He met with wae eame class of meiu 
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I in the p3rsons of J udas laoariot and the chief 
priests. In the days of oar own Revolution, 
when Washington and his noble associates were 
carrying-on that straggle to establieh justice, 
and to secure the blessings of liberty t-o thena- 
selves and their posterity, they met with the 

! earae class of men in the admirers of George 

j III and Lor^' North. 

I They are all of the same class — false to the 
I education of their fathers — false to -the great 
i principles which have been instilled into them 
[ by their mothers from their birth — willing to do 
I anythiug that will minister to the cupidity of 
i their masters, let the consequences be what 
i they may. It is this class of men, aided by a 
I close aristocracy at the South, that has enabled 
; the minority to rule with iron hand the majori- 
i ty, since the organization of this Government. 
; I have endeavored to daguerreotype these men 
for the benefit of future ages ; for I believe 
; thaty like the Indian tribes, they are disappear- 
ing. You have put them to very hard service, 
■ sir. They die faster than the Northern negroes 
in your rice-swamps— politically, I mean. You 
put them to service that they cannot stand. 
' When you ask them to vote for a fugitive bill, 
i they may do it once, but political death 
stages thsm in the face. When you ask them 
to go with you for the repeal of the Missouri 
restriction, you find the same state of tMngs. 
And now, worst of all, when you ask them to 
fasten upon their fellow men, in a Territory of 
the United States, a Constitution which that 
: people abhor, I tisll you every Northern repre- 
sentative who participates in this act is not 
only politically dead, but he » may thank his 
God if he escapes with that. 

A LAWYER ADMITS AWAY HIS OWN CASE. 

I nnd, sir, that I am detaining the Senate 
longer than I wished ; and yet, if I am to go 
over the argument of the subject immediately 
under consideration, I shall have to detain 
them some time longer. [" Go on I "] I shall 
be as brief as possible on this part qf t he case. 
I desire first to notice some things in the argu- 
ment of the able and eloquent gentleman from 
Louisiana, [Mr. Benjamin,] who addressed us 
on the day before yesterday. Ho endeavored 
to show that there was a distinction between 
the right of a slaveholder to hia slave and the 
remedy he mi^ht have ; and hence he claimecl 
that, when a slave went into a free country, the 
master did not lose hia right over him, but lost 
the remedy. He said that in a free country, 
where there was no law for the protection of the 
rights of the mastesr, he did not lose his tight to 
the slave, but lost his remedy — lost his power to 
control the slave. He likened it to the case of a 
man who had a patent right, or a poet who had 
a property in Iho production^ of his own inspi- 
ration. I will read the Senator's language, to 
flhow how the moat gifted man, when he is not 
on his guard, may. admit away his own case. 
Ho Jaid : 



" There livep now a man in Enf?lsnd, who, from time 
to lime finjis, to the enchanted enr of the civilized world, . 
strains of such mtjiody that the cbarmt'ri senses seem to 
abandon the grosser regions of earth, nnd to rise to purer 
and sereiier resions above. God l\n> creat« d that ifip,n a 
poet. His inspiration IS his; his sovg- are his by right 
Divine; thty are hia properly, po reef gjii^fd by human 
law; yet.liere, in these Unile'l Suues li.eu steal Tepny- 
scn's wqrlts, and sell liis properij for iheir profit; and 
this becftUSB, in spite of the violiifMl co nscience of the 
nation, we refuse to give himproteciion for hisp<operty." 

'Again, following out the samo id3a,h8 saidj 

"Does not every man see at once that the right of the 
inventor to his discovery, that the n^ih' of the poet to 
his inspiration, depends upon tho e principles of eternal 
justice which God has implanted in ihe hj^art of man; 
and that wherever ho cannot exeri i e tlicm, it is because 
man, faithlefs to the trust il)af he ha*t received frfira 
God, denies them the protection to which they are enti- 
tled." 

That is a very sound doctrinp, in my judg- 
ment ; it is an appeal to that hisrbfir law which 
has been aq much traduced. The poet bas a 
divine right to the inspiration ot his genius and 
the products of bis mind ; tte inventor of a 
machine has a God-given ri^?ht to the use of his 
discovery. Does not the honorable Senator 
see, that if these rights are from God, above 
Imman law", no Constitution and no law cin 
take them away? And how much more has a 
man a right to his own body and to his own 
soul, than he can be said to have to his own 
prodactions? How could the ^eutleman fail to 
see that, if the poet and the iiiventor had this 
divine right, the slaveholder could not claim 
the right of ownership over anoiher man? 
Would not that man have the Fame Ood-giveii 
right that he claims for the pnet and the dis- 
coverer? Most assuredly he would. This ad- 
mission stultified his whole ca >b. He admits, 
then, that Slavery would be impbssible. It iii 
not a matter of right. No, sir ; he might as 
well admit at the outset that Slavery is not a 
matter of right. It is a ma .ter of positive law. 
It is a matter of force. It is a matter of fraud. 
It is not 8. matter of right; and the moment 
the slave gets beyond the power to enforce the 
mandate, he is as free as his m»hter. Has God 
Aiaiighiy put any mark on hitn, by which you 
can say, when he gets into a foreign jurisdic- 
tion, which is the slave and which the master ? 
Thei slave might as well claim a right to the , 
masi^r, as the master to the Rlnve, the moment 
he passes beyond the jurisdiction. 

THE GREAT PitAUD. 

Now, Mr. President, with regard to the Kan- 
sas question, I shall treat it very briefly. I 
contended here, four years ago, ihiit the abro- 
gation of the Missouri restri:iion would be 
attended by the eauie train of circiimatancea 
that has taken place. I contended then that 
you were opening this Territory to stiife and to 
contention ; that you were putiirg it up to a 
vendue, to make it a theatre where the most 
Belfish and out^^ageous passions would contend 
for the mastery; that you were begetticg a state 
of civil war. You claimed that it was going to 
be all peace : that it was done for the purpose 
of wilhdrawing this terrible controversy from 
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the Halls of Congress to yQ,xif Teiritoriea. Do 
yon gain Rnythiog by it ? Agitation begins in 
your Territories. Is it not sure to find its way 
into these Halls ? 

'The House of RepresentatlFes gent into that 
Territory a commission of the moat honorable 
me&fQotononeeidecf politics, bat on both^ there 
to investigate the) cnarges that were made 
against the first Legislature. I have its report 
before me. I have read more than ninety of 
the depositions that were" taken, of men who 
^ are not impeached, men who were partisans, 
many of them agaipsfc the side of the qaes'ion 
which I advocate. Here afe their depositions. 
Perhaps I had better read some of them. They 
go to show yon that even before this law was 
passed, there were organized upon the borders 
of Missouri divece lodges, under diflFcrent 
names, for the sole and only purpose of carry- 
ing Slavery into that Territory at all hazards. 
That was the object of their organization. They 
had all the paraphernalia ; of a secret society 
They had their grips, their pass-words, their 
modes of recognition of one another ; and be- 
fore the day of election they went over th€re,eta- 
bodied in military array, in vast number?, with 
their colors flying and their drams beating, 
with guns, cannon, pistols, and bowie koive?. 
They disseminated themselves through all the 
Territory, took possession of all the polls but 
one, and frequently removed the judges, giving 
them a certain tirae to deliver the poll books — 
a few minutes—holding watcb. in hand, and 
pointing pistols at. the heads of the election 
judges. They drove them off with force and 
fraud. This is undeniable. The volume be- 
fore me proves it. It will go down to the latent 
posterity, that ihese nefarious acta are proved. 
They are part of the records of your legisla- 
tion. They never shall be ^ainaayed. 

I know the Senator from South Caroliiw, aind 
a good many other Senators, have been willing 
to divide the cdium of this transaction with us. 
He thought there wera disgraceful frauds on 
both sides— "diegraceful," said he, "to the 
country," and he has not sought to investigate 
them. He says it is a disagreeable subjei'.t, 
and he has no doubt both sides are guilty. Sir, 
it wa3;not on both sides. It was only on one 
side. You took possession of those polls. You 
elected your own men, members of e, toieign 
State, who came in there to control the desti- 
nies of this Territory, which it was especially 
said should be ruled as its own citizens pleased* 

I do not want to detain the Senate by read- 
ing the pages which I have tutned down in this 
document, unless some gentlemen wishes to hear 
them. They are long, but- they are all. perti- 
nent. Ail go to show the fasta I have stated, 
and there is nobody to deny or contradict thpm^ 
Now, you say we do not prove them. Did 
not we ask you for a commissioa to exam- 
ine them during the last Congress? We 
made charges J we said they were true ; we had 
letters and commuaicationa imploring ua to in- 



vestigate the state of things that was prevailing 
there ; but as often as we asked you to give us a 
conamissicn, you refused it. Standing on that l. 
refusal, you turn round and deny the weight of 
the atithorities we produce. Sir, that will notf ; 
so down. Now, at a later day, when your can- 
dle-box frauds, your forgeries most disgraceful, 
are coming to light — when the^j? are known of 
all men — we lafcyon for a commission to invest- 
igate this matter ; and as oAen as we ask it, 
you turn round coolly and vote us down, and 
then deny that there ia any such thing I Si?} 
the country will take cognizmee of that. 

The fraud by which the election of March 30, 
1856, %as carried, is established. I kaow yoti 
undertake to»estop us by saying that vS^overnor 
Rseder gave certificates to a maiority of the i 
members. So he did ; but that did not cure 
the usurpation. I think the Governor allowed 
but four days to receive protests contesting the i 
seats of the members elect. The peopl^,.8cat- ' 
tered as they were, could not prepare their me- 
morials to the Governor and get them therein ; 
time. In every instance where it was done, the 
election was set aside for most palpable frauds ; '. 
but the setting theidi aside availed nothing. 
There were your blue lodges, your usurpers, iji 
power. They were taking their seats by a usurp' 
atiori.; they were not to be turned aside by 
anything like this. New elections were ordered 
in several ot the districts, and in every instance 
the Free State men were returned ; but, on the 
very first day of the meeting of ^he Legislatute, 
without investigation, without referri&g to a 
consmittee^ they just turned every Free State 
man right out of the Legislature. What goodr 
would is do to give certificates ? But is % man 
to be estopped on a gross oaurpation like thi»7 
Is an American citizen to be chelated out of his 
rights und^ forms of law ? I ask any honora- 
ble gentleman on the other side, would yousaW 
mit to it ? No, sir, you would not. Would 3^11 ' 
submit to be governed by a gang of usurpisrs, , 
who, without right, and in defiance of rij^ht^ , 
had taken possession of your balIct-boxea,"do« • 
feated your election, turned your countrymen j 
out, and foreigners usurped your places ? Would 1 
.echnicalities avail ? No, sir ; I have too high 1 
ancpmion of you to believe that. ^ j 

It would beidUe, mere miserable pettifogging, 1 
to come in and say, oh, you hav^ certificates 
from the Governor, and that cures everythibg^ 
and we cannot be admitted to prove that it was . 
a usurpation. Sir, there was not a man who \ 
received his certificate as ihavine been elected j 
on that day, who had any moreUitle to a ieat i 
in the Legislature than ha had to the. kingdom i 
of heaven; and can a ^iwrtificate giv&a man j 
the right to rule in this country ? Sir, Amer> : 
lean liberty rests on no fragile bads like that ; j 
and ^«me to the man who will s&y that h« > 
wouldfiuccumb to a fraud like this. 1 

Si^ch was the original usurpation. It was, : 
tbtJ result of fraud. It was worse than void, i 
It was a result brought about by the commia- 
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fiion of the hiorhesfc crimes sj^ainst American 
liberty that man can fee gaiUyof. It was a 
Legislature elected in tbis manner, that took 
the^ initiatory steps towsrda the Convention 
which framed this Constitution. I say a body 
elected in such a manner could do no legal 
tots. They got together, however, and ia hot, 
haste passed all the laws of Miesouri in a body, 
as the Senator from Michigan stated yesterday. 
They did npt alter their titles, but tfeey took a 
ohort road, by saying we will take the whole 
code, and wherever it says State it shall be con- 
strued to mean "Territory." I have looked 
through that code somewhat, and there 1 find 
the provisions for patrols to keep the slaves in 
order at night, r«t they have in Missouri. Those 
laws were trant.erred into- the Territory of 
Kansas before there was, perhaps, a single 
slave there. Laws were passed ordering the 
people to patrol the districts, to see that the 
slaves kept in order. The fact is, that they 
swall3wed the Missouri statute book whole, and 
did not know what was in it, and to them it 
made no difference what was in it. They went 
fiiriher, and passed laws which would have 
been disgraceful to any king or country, from 
Nero to Nicholas. You can find no such laws 
on any statute boc»k. They were unconstitu- 
tional ; and even General Cass, on this floor, 
was compelled to say that they were infamous 
and disgraceful to the age ; but yet the Senate 
of the United States would not repeal them. 

Tha Senator from Louisiana did not touch on 
this subject. He passed it by as easily and as 
lightly as he could. He dwelt on the beauties 
of old Judge Taney more than he did on the 
frauds and violence in Kansas. He talked 
about the Toombs bill, aud said we would riot 
vote for it. He said the people of the Terri 
tfjry sent here petitions, and wanted Congress 
to accept the Topeka Constitution, but the ma 
jority in this body would not do that, but were 
willing to pass an enabling act. There ia a 
little curious hietcry mixed up with that act. 
which has &jm.e out at this session. It is all of 
a piece with the candle-box frauds, and shows 
that that was intended as a snap judgment. 
The Toombs bill was plausible upon its face, 
and really the great objection to it at the time 
was the state of the Territory. It was then in 
the hands of the Border Ruffians, the usurpers, 
and it was impossible to get officers there who 
would act with any fairness, or give any cer- 
tainty that anything like justice would be done. 
That was our real objection to it, for I was in 
my heart so convinced that the principle was 
universally acknowledged that a Constitution 
formed by a Convention ought to be submitted 
to the people, that I did not know but it was 
contained in that bill ; I was off my guard. I 
could not believe any American citizen would 
endeavor to rob a people of this God given 
right of foyming their own institutions, espe- 
cially as you had said that the people of Kansas, 
above all others, should be perfectly free to 



make feheir own institutions in their own way. 

How was that ? I have learned during the 
session, by what has come out at side-bar here, 
that ihis was a matter of deliberation at that 
day ; that the Comir<ittee on Territories, as I 
have understood the statement, were summon- 
ed to the house of their chief, there to sit in 
judgment on this vezy clause, whether the peo- 
ple should or should not have this ' right ; and 
E understand that there such a clause in the 
first bill was stricken out, and it was passed 
by this body without any such clause. 

Mr. HALE. For " peculiar reasoms." 

Mr. WADE. Yea, sir, for peculiar reason*:. 
It was a matter of premeditation. Tt did not 
ha^-^pen by accident. You did not intend, at 
that period or at any other, that the people 
should have the right to sit in judgment on the 
Constitution by which they were to be governed. 

[A. running discussion here took place in 
regs'.rd to the meeting of the committee and its 
deliberations, in which Mr. Bigler reaffirm^ed 
what he had previously said About the striking 
out of the clause for submitting the Constitu- 
tion to the people. It was finally cut short by 
the motion to adjourn. Oa the following Mon- 
day, Mr. WADE resumed.] 

THE LITTLE MYSTERIES OF POLI TICS. 

Mr. President, when I alluded on Saturday 
to that enabling act which was called the 
Toombs bill, I had no idea that I was abdtit to 
wake up so many reminiscenees as I have, in 
txlmost every direction, in this Chamber. I call- 
ed attention to it, not with any purpose what- 
ever of raising any question over the manner 
in which a clause in that bill seemfed to have 
been stricken out. I do not care who struck it 
out ; I do not Q&re what deliberations were had 
about it. The reason, and the only reason, 
why I alluded to it was, that I thought the Sen- 
ator from Louisiana, [Mr. Benjamin,] in calling 
attention to it, had given it a consequence to 
which it was not entitled ; and I had'some ob- 
servations that I thonght proper to make on 
that point. Bat the Senator frOm Pennsylva- 
nia, [Mr. BiGLEii,] always exceedingly jealous 
of any imputation as to his differing with the 
President on any question, supposed that some 
one we,s about arraigning him for a departure 
from the Democratic faith on this subject. 
Now, sir, I should have been the last man in 
the world to suspect him of any such thing. I 
supposed he and the President were just as 
much alike as the Siamese twins. [Laughter.] 
I supposed what one thought the other thought ; 
what befel one, always befel the other at the 
same time. I have no doubt that he is always 
orthodox. I hardly know, from his remarks, 
who was the great discoverer of this improved 
idea of popular sovereignty^ The President, to 
be sure, tells us that, in regard to submitting 
Constitutions to the people, be formerly held 
that this Constitution must be submitted to the 
people of Kansas, to the whole people ; and that 
they must have a fair opportunity to vote on it, 
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and must not be iaterruped by fraud or vio- 
lence ; bat in bis late message he tella xxa that 
hia mind at that period was fixed entif ely on the 
Slavery clause 5 he did not think of anything 
else. I understand the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania to have declared on Saturday that he 
formerly held that a Constitution Certainly 
should be submitted to |the people, for their ap- 
proval or disEient ; but he also observed that ho, 
like the President, when he said so, thought of 
nothing except the Slavery clause. I do not 
know but that it may be prudent, in the view of 
some, to withhold the whole of a Constitution 
from, the conaideration of the people who iare to 
live under it at the time. It might be an over- 
dose ; it might be a little too much for the stom 
achs of the people to take a whol^Gonstitution ; 
and if the people are not to judge w it, who can 
do it better than Doctor Buchanan, or the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania ? They give it to the 
people by clauses ; they suppose th«re are some 
things too high for the consideration of the peo- 
ple, when they come to investigate a Constitu- 
tion. There are other matters, if I understand 
themy which it is safe to intrust the people with, 
and they are to be the judges of wliat shall be 
submitted. 

But, sir, I was led to this course of remark 
from the zeal of gentlemen to define their posi- 
tions on this subject. I suppose it is a princi- 
ple of the Democratic parly always lo be in 
iin.; with the President on all subjects. I sup- 
pose, if he takes snufi', every true Democrat 
ought to sceez3, or else be read out of the party | 
and I suppose all true Democrats are willing 
to do that. I have taken it for granted that 
such would be the fact. But I will state my ob- 
iect in calling attention to the Toombs bill. I 
was not invited into the famous council where 
all the clauses of that bill were taken under 
consideration, and yet I doubt not that I under- 
stand4t just about as well as they did, and they 
will correct me if I do not state it aright. A 
bill admitting Kansas under what was called 
the Topeka Constilution had lately passed the 
House of Eepresentativea, at the period at which 
the Toombs bill was framed. It was sent here ; 
and this body had voted it down. The Repub- 
licans voted for it, and the Democracy voted 
against it. We were o'/Jt^umbered, and the To- 
peka Constitution was killed. As the Presiden- 
tial campaign was approaching, it did not look 
exactly right, considering the commotions that 
had taken place in Kansas Territorry, that, 
after voting down the preposition the people of 
the Territory had given you, yon should go into 
the canvass without substituting anything for it. 
If I was to guess now, I should think that 
council was held for the purpose of getting up 
a very plausible measare, which they knew the 
Republicans would have to vote against, and 
which could not pass the House of Representa- 
tives, and which would be a very good thing 
to take on the stump in the canvass. My 
opinion la, that that is about all the importance 



that is to be attached to vphat was called the 
Toombs bill. , ^ - 

I do not care much what clauses it bad in it. 
It was plausible enough on its face, i know, 
except in this particular; and I was off n>|' 
guard in relation to it. I didiiot look to see 
whether it had that or not ; X did not car© 
whether it had it or not. I hn«?7 then, as now, 
that the Administration bad everything their 
own way in that Territory ; and when fou pro- 
vided for officers to execute your law, if it were 
made by an angel from heaven, it would be 
perverted to the very worst of purposes, and it 
would be turned into a patty channel that 
could not be got rid of. I knew that was bo, 
and I voted against the ^ill, because no bill 
could be properly, ju&tly, arid equitably carried 
out in the Territory under the officers who 
then presided there. It gave the Democratic 
party a little advantage over us, because cur 
ideas wer^^i iot patent on the face of the bill, 
and peopUf^would probably look to its language 
more than thoy would to the circumstan^iss 
prevailing in the Territory, which rendered it 
exceedingly inexpedient that anybody should 
then vote for the immediate organization of the 
Territory into a State, under the officers who 
were to lake charge of it. 

The Senator from Louisiana alluded to it as 
a reproach to the R9pi:^lican8 here, that they 
did not vote for it, as though it was an olive 
branch held out by the Democracy that we re- 
fused, and the people there refused. He inti- 
mated, that while we professed to wish that 
something might be done to make peace in the 
Territory, and give the poeple s, Stat€ Consti- 
tution, with a right to regulate their affairs, we 
stood here to reject it^ He said, that while the 
people were calling for assistance, we were 
voting against the measure proposed, to which, 
he argued, there was no objection. That is a 
very lawyer like argument, and very shrewd, 
and it might possibly deceive the people j but ; 
it will not deceive Senators. We all under- 1 
stand these little policies that prevail here. I . 
will say no more about that bill. It is a thing ' 
of the past 5 let it go. 1 

6THE CONVENTION. t 
I am not in a condition to prolong this de- 1 
bate a g?eat while, and therefore I shall pass i 
to the next phase of the matter; You say the 1 
Legislature authorized a Convention. They 
could call it; there was nothing wrong about 
it ; but I contend there was no authority about • 
it. They called a Convention. Now, this is 1 
the position I assume, and I invite attention to ; 
it from any part of this Chamber, from the 
most eminent lawyers in it: If the Territorial s 
Lsgielature had no authority to call a Conv.^a- I 
tion ; if it still required an enabling act to give : 
it real legal validity; then, when they called i 
their Convention, it was perfectly optional with 
the people to comply with the act or not. It 1 
wag a mere voluntary call on them, not author- : 
ized by law, inviting them to vote for delegates > 
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to frame a ConBtitution undor which, they would 
live, 

Thia act having no binfling authority of Ifvw, 
it waB at the option of evary man to do jnat as 
ho pleased about it. U he went, it was well 
enough. If he failad to ^p^ you - /could not df- ! 
nounce him as havicg^ ^o«a anjitljing tvfrbng; 
j because there waa no law compelling hita to 
go. It was a mere invitation from an irrespon- 
I flible power, to come up and aid them in doing 
I certain act. That is all the shrewdest law- 
j yer can make out of it. So we strip you even 
1 of the technicality of law, upon whioh yow, seek 
I to deprive the peoplo of Kansas of the right of 
\ self government. Your technicality has failed 
j you. It is not even necessary for us to go 
I back, and show your Legislature to be ai-rant 
usurpers and enemies to the great mass of the 
I people there, as they were. We may, if we see 
I fit, denounce you as rehels with as much rea- 
I BOfi m 7ptt hj^ve denomnced us, because you 
! got . togsther without - ^.uthorJty of law, and 
1 sought to frame a Conatitutioa under which 
« you would live. 

The President has said, over and over again, 
1 that this was done by authority of law, that the 
\ people had a perfect right to go and vote, siid 
j that it was their duty to go ; and that it they did 
i not go, they were in defguifi. He said it was 
! all fair. Now, sir, I take no pleasure in say in » 
! that-thg President, at the very time he made 
i this declaration, if he was not blind, deaf, and 
dumb, must have known that it was not true- 
If he had read the communications that were 
1 sent to him constantly from that Territory, by 
j its Governors and its other cflScers, he eould 
j not fail to have known, at the time he made 
this declaration, that in one-half of the counties 
} no census w^as taken or recard made of the vo- 
1 ters, and the law required that as a condition 
; upon which a man should vote. No man need 
^ rise and tell me here that that is not so, because 
I will face him down with authorities that he 
. cannot overcome. I have the law that required 
i the registry.^ I have the law that required the 
census to be taken. The question is, was it 
.taken? If it was not taken, why was it not 
done ? Governor Walker says it was not taken 
for no fault of the people there. He s^ys, in 
some of his letters, that it was not taken in 
many counties, because there was no pay provi- 
ded for those who should do it, and they would 
not do it for nothing ; and in other places, the 
people, suspecting that it was all a trick and a 
fraud, were reluctant. But that was no excuse. 
You never have taken a census of the United 
States where there were not vast numbers of 
people who were most strenuousily opposed to 
it; and on iBquiring, your deputy marshals, as 
they go round, were frequently chased out of 
the houses by the women with broomsticks, 
thinking, probably, that the object was to levy 
a tax on them. Would that be any excuse for 
not taking a census? You find one or two 
men who ate reluctant or opposed to it for any 



reason. Can the President plant himself upon 
a solitary objection like that, and say it was an 
excuse that the people wouW not aubnlit their 
names to be registered ? IC a man would not 
comply with the law, if he woaid not give hia 
[ name when he was asked, he would be no gen- 
tltsman, I grant you j but you could not convict 
hi a of any crime for not doing it, and certainly 
yon could not deprive his neighbor, wht) waa 
perfectly willing to give his name, of his rights. 
You indulge in these generalities ; you say that 
A, B, C, or D, went into a country, and Tom, 
Dick, or Harry, said, " I will not have my name 
registered,'' and then turn about and say the 
people can lose their liberties by a default con- 
sequent on such proceedings as these 1 Sir, it 
is arrant nonsense, come from what source it 
may. 

The fact was, that the people could not vote 
if they would ; an.^, in a great many instances, 
would not if they could ; and I commend them 
for it. The experience they h^d had in that Ter- 
ritory had shown them already that it was a mere 
empty mummery to vote, for votes did no gcjod. 
Cincinnati Directories and candle-box returns 
have been infinitely more potent than the real 
votes of the inhabitants of that Territory. What 
good would it do them vote? You had al* 
ready taught them that there was a purpose to 
be accomplished, and, if votes would not an- 
swer, Cincinnati Directories, forged returns, 
anything, would be resorted to j the thing would 
move on, majority or no majority. 

The American people are supposed to be a 
shrewd people. They understand pretty well 
Peter Funk auctions. Once in a while, a green- 
horn gets taken in, but the great mass of the 
people will not be taken in by them. But the 
President of the United States has mi up and 
devised schemes as shallow, as fraudulent- 
yea, as infamous as that ; and he supposes the 
people of the United States are going to be 
defrauded by such nefarious means as those. 
Sir, he will find they will not work. They 
would not work in the days of the Revolution, 
and much less will they work now. 

^ TERRITORIAL ELECTION. 
Well, sir, a Legislature was elected shortly 
after the time these delegates were elected to 
frame a Constitution. You attempted an out- 
rageous fraud then, in order to carry the Legis- 
lature. Your Oxford and Delaware Crossing 
frauds were resorted to. I have the evidence 
of them all here. Nobod? doubts them. There 
is not a man here who will rise and say that it 
is not the truth that these frauds were open, 
palpable, notorious, and understood by every- 
body. Governor Walker investigated them, 
and said so. He even went up into one of the 
precincts where these frauds were committed, 
and found that it was impossible such a vote 
could have been cast there. He found the peo- 
ple amazed that any such pretences should be 
made ; and he found that the names of your 
best men, whose names were notorious, known 
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ftll over the oouptry, were the voting liata, 
because they did not Beem to huive groat fucil- 
ily in inventing namoa. Thoy fleized upon all 
f the great namea of the country, and placed them 
upon their list. Governor Walker took the 
ret\irn8 of Johnson county and others. He 
seemed to ponder over that subject a little; 
and I am sorry that he did, I am amaz«d that 
anf wan, in any section of the country, the very 
monittnt that he found that such a grotis, insnltr 
ing fraud had bsfen sought to he palmed ofif 
upon the people, should hesitate an instant to 
throw into the face of the scoundrels Nvho had 

E resented it. He hesitated, and after h» knew 
ow it WAS, he saw fit to place his rf jection of 
the i?eturu on a technicality, rather than on the 
naked deformity — the want of votes. They had 
not certified the fraud in technical language, 
and therefo.va he threw it out. I should have 
thrown it out for the substantial reason^, atid 
thrown your t-echHicality to the dogs. 

How was ho met? It was said-— I do not 
know with what truth, it was in all the papers — 
that the fortunes of the Govesmor and Secreta- 
ry declined, from the moment they rejected these 
infamous feauds. It changed the character of 
the Legislature. It gave s\ vast majority in 
that Legislature to the Republicaiis ; whetfeaa, 
if these frauds wGre made effectual, they would 
have made this Legislature justlifee that which 
preceded it. It was a great disappointment, 
and it is said that some sections of the country 
*' howled " over it ; and President Buchanan, 
as they began to howl, trembled at their howl- 
ing, and it resulted in the dismission of both 
those honest officers from their trust. Sir, fu- 
ture ages will be amazed at the audacity of the 
^- JE^resident who would make it a matter of re- 
proach to one of hill officers that he had failed 
to give effect to a fraud which should confine 
a man to the penitentiary for life. 

ACTION OF THE CONVENTION. 
But, sir, the fraud was discovered ; nobody 
could gainsay it; the Free State legislative 
ticket was triumphant ; and now what is to be 
done ? Your Lecompton Convention quailed 
and trembled under that aspect of the case. 
They went to drumming up their meoy and they 
hardly got a quorum, because they saw that the 
sceptre had departed from this Judah, and it 
had got into the hands of honest men. Your 
Lecomptonites did not like to brave public 
opinion, and enact this famous Lecompton 
Constitution, I believe they never did get a 
quorum there. The fact is, that every man 
who "bad the least sense of decency or sham& 
about him, never appeared in the Convention 
at all ; but a minority appeared, , and they con- 
jured up a Coristitutiion. We have it here, sir. 
We have it sent to us for ratification by the 
President of the United States ; and when he 
sent it, he was in fall possession of these nefa- 
rious facts. Instead of sending it us, he 
should have trampled it under hia heel as a 
Bpurious thing, disgraceful to all who gave assent 



to it. Thoy made their Constitution, and they 
provided for submitting a part of it to the peo- 
ple. How? It is sometimes contended on 
this floor that it was understood when this Con- 
vention met that they were to bo clothed with 
plenary, sovereign, irrevocable power, to mako 
just such a Government for that people as they 
pleased ; that their doings, uuder no circum- 
stances, were ever to be submitted to the peo- 
ple. There is plausibility in that, because you 
recollect that the act calling the Convention 
was vetoed by the Governor because it did not 
contain a clause submitting the Constitution to 
the people ; but it was passed over the head of 
your Governor by a two-thirda vote of th^ae 
patriots. So it was premeditated malice. It 
was deliberated upon ; and fraud was medita- 
ted by them. They knew very well they could 
not make a mistake about it, that the people 
who bad )U8t fe.tnrned a Legislature against 
them, by more than thrfee to one, would nullify 
this beautiful Constitution of theirs mighty 
quick, if it were submitted to them ; and hence 
they were going to steal a Constitution, and 
fasten it on the necks of their fellow-citizens 
behind their backs and against their yfill. The 
President has aided and abetted this fraud. 

Now, sir, after the Lecompton Convention 
made this Constitutioh, even if there had been 
any legality about it, before it became bindiing 
on the people, the Legislature whom the peojjle 
had just chosen took the subject tjnder consid- 
eration, and they sent forth their edict of more 
than ten to one, (for they represented more 
than ten to one of the people of the Territorj,) 
that this Constitution should be submitted to the 
popular vote. But Mr. Buchanan says, *' ah ! 
it was a little too late." Good God, sir ! When 
a man lets judgment goagainsthim by default, 
I know of no court that will not permit him to 
pay the costs, open the default, and try the case 
on its merits y but when the great cause of hu- 
man liberty and right, when the great cause of 
the American citizen is concerned, when the 
question is, shall the American citizen have a 
voice and vote as to the Constitution under 
which he and his posterity are to live, perhaps 
forever, ah 1 then he is debarred, he has no 
power to set it aside I He is foreclosed, j ust as 
the people were foreclosed, because they would 
not go and vote at your Peter Funk ele^ibn 
for a Convention. 

TH'dJ P. a*. OP THE USURPERS. 

There was a default. Who was to take ad- 
vantage of their default? That would be a 
material inquiry, it strikes me. They were tOc 
late, says' President Buchanan, Too late foj; 
whom ? Were they not making a Constitution 
for the people of the Territory of Kansas? 
Who had a right to interfere ? Were they tc 
Ibse their ripjht by laches, if thoiy committed 
iatihea by suffering a default ? To whose ben 
efit was it to' inure ? What ityrant is there tha* 
is ready, when the people make default, to clain 
that meed of liberty which should have be 
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longed to them ? Why, sir, in en adversary 
suit, I understand that if ft imm vnll not take 
caFe of his rights, judgment will pasa against 
him ; and, after aU the pi'ovisious of the law 
havo been complied "■.vich, ho mi-.y fovfeit his 
rights to hia adversary ; but here there is no 
adversary. It is the people the-fflselves asking 
to make a Conetitution for themselves : and 
President Buchanan and m&nj Sentitora here 
likened it to some adversary suit, in which there 
ia a party that has some right to take advcai J 
tage of any want of eompliauce with the la?;. 
Is this your nev=r fangled popular sovereignty ? 
Who is to take advantage of it? Whj/, sir, it 
is as much a slave State, says the President, ss 
G-eorgia or South Carolina. Was it to inure to 
their benefit, if the people should lose a day in 
asserting their rights ? Was any other State 
to gain what they lost? If there ever vvas a 
tissue of legal nonsense dished up and sent to 
the Senate of the United Slates, it is such a 
message as the PreBident has sent here. I hate 
to use harsh terms, but I have a reason for 
them. If it is new ia the history of this Gov- 
ernmentj the things I comment on are new. 

The people lose their own rights ; they are a 
day too late ; the tyrant has bestrode their 
flecks 5 the Gonsiitution is framed ; and Mr. 
Buchanan says, " ah, you are too late to re- 
trieve your rights ; somebody ha; got hold of 
them ; I do not know who, but you hava lost 
them. You ought to have been on the alert: 
you have lost a day, and your liberties are gone 
forever." Why, sir, even ?,n the good old Nor- 
man days they said the dignity of a freeman 
was such, that even their hightst courts could 
not; force hua to come in under ten days. Firsts 
they must go lo him, and invite him to come in 
like a gentleman, xeM him \vhB,t the bi^ssiness 
was for which he was wanted, because it was 
beneath the dignity of a free citizen in iDugland, 
at that period, to have a summons come ia such 
a mandatory form that he must obey it. in a 
moment. It seemed to be a mark of servitude 
that our sturdy ancestars would not submit to. 
It is not so now, however. In one day, your 
liberties may 4)9 gone. In one day, you may 
become a slave, and be denied all chance of 

;; Why do you say these men are rebels and 
.raitGrs? You have had an army of two thou- 
lan^ men in Kansas, and all the paraphernalia 
3f war, for what purpose? To compel that 
jjeople to conduct their domestic concerns in 
iheir own way! [Laughter.] They would not 
1q it. Did you ever hear of so perverse a race 
iS there is in that Territory ? Two thousand 
joldiers, with all the paraphernalia of war, are 
required to force a people to do just as they 
>lease. [Laughter.] Governor Walker wrote 
b the President, over and over again, before 
le got the hang of Jiheae men. The first per- 
bos he met in Uie Territory, when he got there, 
Irece those busy Border JRuflSans, always in 
&manicatioa with the President, who eeem 



to have mesmer^ed him and eatrr/uoed hira. 
The Go%='ernor, ao^donbt, toolc letters of intrc 
duction to Gome of the firet Border P^uffians 
in the Territory; and they seemed to have ob- 
tained their knowledge at first from that source. 
They wrote ferocious letters for about a month. 
Governor Walker, however, hu.i.lly took it upon 
himself to act the misaionarv. He thundered 
forth his proclamation. FirBt, he told the poo- 
pie Le would enforce those Bo;'dsr RuSian 
i usurped laws upon them; but, he bad the grace 
to aay, that when the Constitution cam.e to be 
acted upon, all of them should have a fair op- 
portunity to vote. He said, "such are my in- 
structions from the President, such ia my will; 
and in that respect you shall not be thwarted." 
He went am.ongst the people; he found them 
uneasy shout the Government which was ruling 
them. He wrote to the President, over and 
over ogain, that there was reason to fear there 
would be civil war if tyranny v;ag persisted in, 
and that the only way he could pacify them was 
by assariog them, on the authority of the Pres- 
ident, that they should have the right to make 
iheir own Constitution, in their own way. He 
said that was the only pacification be could 
offer ihera; and it he had not done it, the Ter- 
ritory would have been in a blaae of war. Ho 
wrote to the President that he had told the 
people of hia eonaultatious with the President; 
he informed them that they had the faith of 
the President and the Cabinet that the Consti- 
tution would be submitted to them. The peo- 
ple there had had a little experience of Pres- 
idents and Cabinetg. They said to Governor 
Walker, " these are very fine words of yours ; 
but we have baea dealt with so falsely and per- 
fidiously by ou? Government, that we fear even 
jour good faith cannot protect as ; but he gave 
such ESiurances aa ultimately pacified them. 

A SECRET HISTORY, 
There must ba some secret histoiry connected 
with the course of the Administration in referr 
ence to this matter, which it v/ourd be exceed- 
ingly interesting to ha?e unfolded. The Presi- 
dent in his inaugural had proclaimed, in the 
hearing of the whole people of the United States, 
that the people of Kansas should have a free 
and fair opportunity to vote on 'their own Coa- 
atitufcion,. He proclaimed that, as a matter of 
course, that must be done. He admits it ia 
his last message, iie acknowledges in that 
message that he made these general statements, 
but he says hia niiad dwelt on the question 
of Slavery only. Well, sir, I am not a man 
who wishes to keep anything back, and 1 tell 
my friends here who expect to support the 
people of Kansas in their course, you cannot 
blink the question; it Is Slavery that the people 
are opposed to. I have no doubt they would 
like to express their sentiments on every part 
of the Constitution ; but I candidly admit that 
if there were no Slavery in it, there would not 
be much contention about it on the other side of 
the Chamber, nor on this, h^t not my friends 



say that it- makes no difference wi/ser there 
is Slavery in it ov no!;, and that the^^i'ti quee- 
tion 13 on the submission, I ag^v tb.at they 
are rig'at in principle on that ;he people 
should pfl33 upon anything and. e¥;Ft.hitig con- 
nected v;ith their wehare, touclikthe Oonati- 
tutioti under which they tire to li;'j but never- 
theless the Slavery question is tbgVeat matter 
that, divides U3. 

^ Mr. Preaideut, there is somtising extraor- 
dinary in the manner in whiel|his Conetitii- 
tion was submitted. Was the^ike of it ever 
heard of before ? I have heard^ating rumcra 
that the ingenuity of this whl District was 
invoked to inveat that forrn of tlijiniaBion ; hut 
I do not know how the fact vt&sX do not believe 
that rude Border RuCfraniata Ip. the inj^euuity 
to invent these meshes of Sla^ty,,, 1 fear that 
the fingera of men at trie- i^er orid of ■ the 
avenue may be tainted vntll If^'Fiioaia'tknow 
that; but I have fikv3%?d ivlrjloes about it,. 
How was it submitted,? : T/jil afik, fi?g%.why 
did you submit it at all ? K lue otW 
of this Chamber, yoiS Gl?4a-^.{i|jth«& C^^^ 
tion. was under no obl3gai|>Kl^-^bateyeP to 
the people 5 that the Qonv0ri/c>a"wiaa;S|?i>g|me ; 
that it might do as it- p.iea;|d : that.ff it did 
not sabmit it, the pedplf.1;fifi':J'»^tJstis^^ 
doctrine as much fraiaght l?itk despotisi?!: as 
anything that can b9:;fbi|d intko Eastern' 
world. You say that a Eetbf niea called into 
a Convention can, at thei|^ip^jrasis an in- 
strument by which the .^h^ife people are be 
bound) hand md foot,;ag5ii!5t theis •^a. Why, 
sir, it ia an absurdity, in ^y jiulgmentj alto- 
gether too palpabkj ■ fop'. aluiaent'ia an| oart 
of the United Statesf V f ■ - 

If we hold our liberties |y such a, t-saBre as 
that, they stand on a raj^r8tE3giIe,b5Si3 tksa I 
have supposed. Why,- sir.fl h^va'al^^s gap- 
posed that everybody undirsto?J. th-at when 'a 




were to be governed Evl iti T%f sa)r 'to t|ie 
people : " Will you havCjlhi* f \xm& .done 
our best to make a CoEsyttifrot: wliie^^w^^ 
members of this eommahif^'j ^a^e belieyejd 
would be acesptabie to 'y^.'^f^h:'.!^ 
therefore, that you look into ' " '* 

your approbation, mako it 5 . - 

I have always supposed that tii^t Was the mean- 
ing of the action of such a Convention ; and 
certainly it is, if American liberty means any- 
thing. 

The men assembled at Lecompton dare not 
present their Constitution to this body without 
some attempt to cover it up ; they must make- 
an attempt to submit it. How have they done 
it ? Why, air, they have contrived, by ingsnui 
ty, to get up a scheme whereby the form of 
voting might be preserved to the people, and 
the result be the same, let tlfeia vote as they 
would. It makes me think of a man who built 
a hog pen up in our country once, and the rails 
were so crooked and winding, that when hia 



hoga got through, and thought they had got out, 
08 they wound along they came right- in again. 
' [IVaughter.] So here, the people we're to say 

Corsslituiion with Slavery," or " Con;^iitutioa 
without Slavery.'^ If they said " Gonatitution 
v/ith Slavery," that gave th'.-m Slavery up to 
their ears -^ it never could be done away ^^nth.. 
If they voted " Constituticu wiihout Sla- 
very," what wouid uu unfiOphiaiicalod man aup- 
pose w-ould come then ? Ho v;cuid suppose 
he had got out of tha pen; hue iko ttict is, ;t 
twisted him right in where he was before. He 
had not gone an inch ; Slavery was there ; it 
was to be there ; it was to ba protected there 
forever, vote as you would- And they ejitorted 
an oath, before they put this nefarious fraud to 
the people, that they should support it. 

HoviT, sir, whoever devised this scheme, had a 
raorei mean and contemptible opinion of the 
American people than is consistent with Eepub- 
licanism 0? Democracy, I do not believe there 
is a despot on God's earth that dare deal thus 
with his people; and you say they ate to be 
bound by euch a Peter Fuok operation as 
that! Do you suppose men ivre to be entrap- 
ped and deprived of" their lib^Hies- in tfeie 
way? The only differeniia iu tna/iajRUfij waether 
they voted for the CobBtitetioa ■,?dlh Slsjfijry or 
without it, was, whet^^s j-licy i^ouH alfew.. the 
xuture importation oCMves - State, or 

whether those now there.aliq&kV be/kept ia; Sla- 
very, with their post^iiyj ftji-v'-ye?. It v/M to be 
a slave State, and, in, the ErrgttBf e/pf t'Ss-.-pres- 
ident, aa much a bMv% '^A^:iQ a%yCv;i?,<>rgia 0? 
South Carolina, whetlier SfiQ' pisofle ■'?<j';sd"that 
thny would have the Conf tiiuiApu ritlr Sl&ypy, 
or whether they said thef wl:U-'c;,^i.va5it wlihoat 
Slsvery. Is not th^t a. fine- ««p-a§t to boM-'up to 
the American people, to isr-pp'ose. they sr^" to be 
gulled by a such a tiiiD?^ as th&i? ' 

Then they.provldedy in, j:4fc-s-ohfidiUej'|ha^ tha 
vote should bs retfagrj^.^A'^- ot?©; Jo%'-|)^oims'. 
the President of the Con-vfepuoa* -.- TM&i^^y &fi a 
legal proposition, ihaCOalB'^sii fiQiil4 political- 
ly live one mompt;aft0t' th^i--Op^:?fe^^ 
expired* - All tb.e(kifid-£iit9 dia%i|Kvtl^e:prbci- 
pai, :-He was/.Qft;i;«ilefej afeV'/ w4&. -noi in,the 

■SC>?^g5:qf _tfe:.;Sot4v;\:Ii^^ OB foot lU 




icgeiiuity with -which it was uose. This Cal- 



houn was empowered, as dictator thers, to fis: 
all the election districts, to appoint the judges, 
hia own mere creatures and instivaignts, to 
make the retarna, and they were to make them 
to him, and, as it is construed now, to make them 
either this year or nast year, just as he pleases. 
They said the returns should be made to hits 
in «3ight days after the election, Uui he need 
never exhibit them at all ; and he has proclaim- 
ed ia this city, to the honorable Senior from. 
Illinois, who has stated it on this floor, that un- 
less this Constitution be adopted, he, in hia 
sovereign majesty, never will make kaown what 
was done I [ 



Mr. President, is itr not an open, dowurigbt 
insoU, offered to the American Ssnato, to aend 
this fugitive from juHlice, armod with thiH tre- 
mendous power of taming a cdnetitutional ma- 
jority one way or the other, jnat as he aeoa fit? 
Will the liberty-loving people of the United 
States submit to this kind of authority and dic- 
tation ? Who is this John 0. Calhoun ? 

A Senator. Ho drops the "G*?? 

Mr. WADE. I am glad he does so, for the 
honor of his predecesHor. Who is he? We 
know nothing about him. The only hiatory of 
him we have, is, that he hae been indignaotly 
driven out by that people, as a violator of their 
laws, as a man so intaraoua that they would not 
Buffer him to live there at all, and he has fled 
to the place where everythiug that ia anti re 
publican and tyrannical seems to fly — he baa 
sought a city of refuge here, where everything 
too vile to live at hoine seeCQs to find a, place. 
Here we are waiting on John Galhours for light 
as to who sball govern the Territory o,f Kan- 
sas. ['^ The State."] Well : the State of Kan- 
sas, when it gets to be a State. I 'lsnow the 
Peeaident csklls it aSt^te.now, and-did ifc a great 
while ago. WasreVet "anything done like it on 
this continent ;;^efore ? ' When before was a 
' msii armed wit|i authority to take the votes of 
the, peoiile of a |^te, bury them up in a candlft- 
box, if you pieaite, or carry them in his pocket, 
not letting any b^y be witness of what he has 
got, and there h^d thieaa in the face of the 
whoiiB'people just A? long as he pleases, and, 
if he pleases, so iWeVer ? Sir, if you give 
sanction t« frauds li(?5 this, American inatitu- 
tioij^ are on their )Mt legs, and they ought to 
be. John Calhoun^ ^itiing in some public 
house is this city, wil^ithe destinies of a great 
State in Ms pdciket, and he refusing to exhibit 
the trnih to the Secatrbf the United States, to 
to the President of ,tii6 United States, to the 
House of Repte8e^4^p63, or to anybody in 
terested- to kno#ji^hMig about it I Dicta- 
tor John Calhoun iJtto siay who shall role Kan- 
sas. A gentleman Isere said the other day, 
"Cotton is King.'* HeVaa mistaken. Sir, it is 
John Calhoun who is Kib^. 

But I do not wish to pufia'#T^t& !suf4)je©fra,7|^^ 
furtliijr. I am sick of it. The honorable Sen- 
ator from South Carolina [Mr. Hammond] said 
he had seen enough to satisfy him that these 
frauds were sickening and shameful, &nd he did 
not want to investigate them. It is sickening; 
it ia loathing to the American mind to cOntem- 
p^iate these nefarious frauds that are flouted in 
our faces ; and we have no means to redress 
them. Sir, we should scout them from ns 
with indignation ; and I hope, for the honor of 
the American name, that all these proceedings, 
80 fraught with most palpable and mivdeniable 
fraud. w|il receive the stern denunciation of 
this boiiy. 

THE CONCLUSION. 

Many gentlemen who are attempting to 
jifistify the admission of this Territory into 
the Union under the Lecompton Constitution, 



Bay that' Wr States have been admitted 
without ttUnabling act. Sir, all that ia 
said on tft suVject I will not oay ia mere 
sophistry; U it' ought to deceivo nobody. 
Perhaps mA than half the neW|State^ have 
com© into fi Union without ahy ©hftbling 
act. I do n\ think that such act is at all 
eSBential. Hti are a people all homogeneous, 
all having thelme interests, having no matter 
of contention kween them; they could get 
together, andjVsthoat any dissent, frame ft 
Constitution, av ank us to adroit them under 
it. The fevidete must be such, always has 
been such, in tery instance, that there has 
been no reason I. doubt that the Goustitution 
had tl < approbybn of tho whole people, or of 
a iast majority .[why do you require a pop- 
ular vote on thafcpint? Because, when there 
is dispute, it is tV only means of ascertaining 
where the ni^i}oi|?' is ; but if there is no dia- 
" [e that evidence in another 
as legitimate. What has 
ecedent w^tth a case where 
iging in regard to the Con- 



pute, you pah h 
way, and it is j 
that to^ do as i* 
civil war even ifl^ 



stitution that is pisen where strife, con- 
tention, and arin3, ie; invoked to settle the con- 
troversy ? You arllikeniiig that to a peaceful 
gratfaericg,of bomogneous people, all agreed to 
fix their' itstittitioa in their own way. Sir, 
there, is no paraliei| @ne throws tio light on 
the other. The* pB5)le of Kansas, in three 
days, can settle this l^iitter, if you will let them. 
You are convuMngthe whole nation by the 
attempt to force a Cbstitution on the urswill- 
ing necks of ^ peoJ[e, which they abhor and 
detest. Withdraw Mr fpree, withdraw jour 
coercpa, say to th^ people, " assemble your- 
selves together pe^fMly) and determine what 
ConsUtution you otoise to live under;" aisdmy 
word for it, sir, t&e lour you do so, peace iand 
tracquiility wiH^reigil throughout the whole of 
Kaeeas, Ev^^ manlknows it. 

This conteht'on ia ki-pt up for- no other 
reason than fe) hang\ on the nscks of that 
people this pe!i institution of Slavery. In 
one hour youf can" make peace. Adopt the 
other . vtj'and God only knows to what 
I do not kiiow what may be 



the result now; but it has never yet been 
fottod that by exiernal interference, by forcOf or 
by fraud, you could coerce any set of American 
people to submit to a Government they abhorred 
and detested. If they do it now, it will only 
mark the degeneracy of this age and of this 
people, and show that we are verging towards 
Slavery and Despotism. In nay judgment, it is 
as necessary for us to rebuke and overthrow the 
frauds to which I havo alladed, as anything else 
we pcssibly can do. If there is anything more 
dangerous to this Union than another, it is the 
immunity that is given to fraud? allowing your 
ballot-box to be4avaded. Wbyj sir, the hour 
your ballot-box is undermined'^ to that degree 
that the American people shall not have cdnfi- 
dence in it, from that ver j hour you render free 
government impossible. 



